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Make a fun 
kids’ game

Use LiveCode to create 
a game in minutes

Future-proof 
your files

Make sure you don’t 
lose access to vital docs

Give any app 
cloud syncing
Add this key feature to 

any app or game

Cheaper and faster 
than ever, but is it a big 
enough upgrade? Get the 
MacFormat verdict!

Hitman 
Absolution
Agent 47’s latest hit  
sneaks onto Mac

To the  
Mac-cave!
Build the perfect retreat 
for work, rest and play

for 21 years

Stuff your Mac with 
astonishing free alternatives 

to the big-name apps!

Powerful free  
Mac apps

SAveneArly £2000!

Seven yearS aS

THe uk’S

beST-Selling

Apple M
Ag!

#1
add airPlay 
to older Macs
Stream to Apple TV, and  
add some great extra options

The new 2014
MacBook Air
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MacBook Air, mid-2014 84
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i2473Pwm display 86
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Thunderbolt Drive Enclosure 87
Rutledge BookBook 88
NueVue Case 88
Macally mHome10L 88
goo.ey invisible 88
Kanex GoPower Pack, 6000mAh 90
Mu Plug 90
PlugBug World 90
Pawa Card 90
mySpot 90

Mac apps

CrazyTalk Animator 2 Pro 92
Sketch 3 92
Publisher Plus 93
Toast DVD 94
Sparkle 94
WinZip 3 95
Gmail Notifier Pro 96
Minion 96
TrueHDR 96
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Hitman Absolution 98

iOs

Botanicula 99
Yomi 99
Kiwanuka 99
vidibox 100
Sago Mini Space Explorer 100
Cinamatic 101

GROUp TesT 

Accounting software packages 102
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at a glance

our ratings

this month’s highlights

Only the best kit, apps and 
games earn MacFormat’s 
coveted Choice award.

The best product in our group 
tests earns the MacFormat 
Winner award.

Reviews you can trust: 
MacFormat’s reviews are totally 
independent. The price we quote is the 
best current price available from a 
reputable online dealer, not the RRP. 

Must-have

Very good

Above average

Mediocre

Poor

Your quick guide to our logos

Publisher Plus 
Essential DTP or Pages clone? p93

Hitman Absolution
Stealth killing on your Mac p98

MacBook Air, mid-2014
Is it time to upgrade? p84

Connected Data 
Transporter Sync
Create your own, private cloud 
with this handy peripheral p85

Freecom mSSD 256GB
A palm-sized portable SSD p86
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It’d be churlish to go through 
the minor niggles with 
Transporter Sync, but we’re 

not here to be nice, we’re here to 
be honest. We didn’t like the UI 
graphics, and we’d prefer USB 3.0 
support. But apart from that, 
Transporter Sync turns out to be 
pretty much a no-brainer addition 
on the kit-that-pays-for-itself list.  

The appliance itself is a small, 
black, conical frustrum, with a wrap-
around Cylonesque LED. You plug it 
in to an external USB hard drive 
(which alas, gets reformatted) and 
your ADSL router or Ethernet 
network, and then wait ten minutes 
while it does its thing. During this 
time, you can visit the website, 
create an account, and 

download the appropriate software 
to your weapon of choice (Mac, 
Windows, iOS or Android device). 
Once the LED has settled to a steady 
blue line, you nip back to your 
account and ‘claim’ the Transporter 
by giving it a name and clicking 
‘Next’ a few times, and voilà! Your 
own personal, and above all private 
version of Dropbox. 

For Mac users, it’s almost exactly 
the Dropbox experience. There’s a 
Transporter folder into which you 
can shovel whatever data you’d 
usually keep on Dropbox – files, 
PDFs, 1Password keychains, photos, 

and so on. With the correct login 
and the software installed on 
another Mac, your Transporter syncs 
your files in the background. The 
files are stored on the transporter – 
not in the cloud – and encrypted 
during transfer.

For iOS users it’s almost the 
Dropbox experience: Transporter 
lacks the deep integration with 
third-party iOS device apps that the 
Dropbox API offers. Instead of being 
able to open a text file in, say, 
Byword directly from the Dropbox 
folder, you find the file in the 
Transport app, use ‘Open In…’ to 
open it in Byword, edit it, and then 
use ‘Share…’ and ‘Open In…’ to 
upload it using the Transporter app. 
Slickness it isn’t, but it works.

So, question: if it’s private, why do 
you need an online account? The 
Transporter account handles the 

network shenanigans the 
same way as FaceTime 

Transporter Sync
A low-cost way to run a personal Dropbox, without the privacy issues

HHHHH
£79  Manufacturer Connected Data, Inc, filetransporter.com

Features Gigabit Ethernet connection; USB 2.0 device support; Mac, iOS, 
Android and Windows support

Not only does Transporter 
Sync offer a great alternative 
to Dropbox, it also looks like 
it’s fresh off the set of 
Battlestar Galactica.  

I mainly use 
Dropbox for my 
photos, so the 

fact that Transporter 
Sync sucks up the files 
without my iOS device 
having to do the hard 
work is a real bonus – 
especially considering 
I’m just about surviving 
with a 16GB iPad!

Team Talk

Looking for 
Dropbox-alike 
remote access, and 

offsite backups without 
privacy issues? This is ideal.

  Expandable above 2TB storage

  Straightforward to set up

  Low cost, non-subscription

  iOS fiddlier than Dropbox

does, and manages the shared 
folder function with other 
Transport users.

There’s one final trick up its 
sleeve; anything stored in the 
Transporter Library sub-folder is 
stored on the Transporter device, 
but not on the client. That means 
larger files can remain accessible, 
without taking up valuable space 
up on your precious iOS devices. 
Clever, huh? Richard Dyce


